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Prologues to comedies by Plautus and Terence
Introduction 
Terence was born around the same time the playwright Plautus die. The comedies of both playwrights adopt a Greek new comedy style while their plays encompassed a variety of stock situations including children separated from parents, love affairs, slaves and servants as well as marriages. Although the playwrights are common in a number of ways, there are various differences that can be established in their plays. The prologues to the plays differ in a number of ways such as their functions in explaining the plot and setting as well as the structure adopted by each playwright. The use of the prologues to the plays by the two playwrights also important in understanding the interaction of the authors with their audiences and the public. 
The prologues to the Brothers by Terence are greatly related to those of Plautus in the play, The Brothers. The prologues by Terence are generally short. Terence made various changes in his prologues generally to make them look unique and different from those of Plautus, whose plays he had already known. The prologue to the Brothers by Plautus shows differences in the content from Terence. Plautus in the prologue gives the audience some key aspects in the play which may help the audience in understanding the play. Plautus, just like Terence, in his prologues explains to the audience the Greek setting of the play. Plautus however dives further into the play to give a short summary that would help the audience understand the play. “In Syracuse a merchant, it appears, Begat twin sons, who from their earliest years were so alike that neither nurse nor mother could ever tell one baby from the other.” (Plautus, The Brother Menaechmus, 103). Terence does not do this in his short prologue but just states the name of the play he is about to present. Terence also explains that the play includes sections initially omitted by Plautus, which he, Terence, translated and incorporated in the new play. “Joined in Death is a comedy by Diphilus:  Plautus made a Latin play out of it with the same name. at the beginning of the Greek play, there is a young man who abducts a girl from a slave dealer. Plautus left out this incident altogether, so the present author took it for his Brothers and translated it word for word” (Terence, The Brothers, 339). Mentioning the ‘Greek play’ is also part of Terence’s technique of informing the audience about the setting of the play in his prologue. He also shows that he had already reviewed the past plays by Plautus as he sought to improve them. 
Terence in the prologue to The Brother also takes time to talk about himself and his artistic work.  He also takes an issue with critics he has been receiving from his enemies on the play he is about to present. He also takes them as an opportunity to ask the audience to ignore the critics about the play while inviting them to be the judge of the play. "The poet is well aware that his writing is scrutinized by unfair critics, and that his enemies are out to depreciate the play we are about to present… and you shall judge whether his conduct deserves praise or blame” (Terence, The Brothers, 339).  Plautus in his prologue does not focus on his personal details but rather concentrates on the synopsis of the play which is crucial for the audience to understand the play he is about to present. 
The prologues of the two authors to The Brothers also help in establishing the personalities of the playwrights. Terence takes more pride in his writings and achievements. In the prologue, he explains that in the play in he had incorporated the section of “a young man who abducts a girl from a salve-dealer” which was initially left out by Plautus. His boastful personality is also depicted in the second paragraph of the prologue when he states that "As to the spiteful accusation that eminent persons assist the author and collaborate closely with him… he takes it as a high compliment if he can win the approval of men who themselves find favor with you all and with the general public” (Terence, The Brothers, 339).  Plautus’ prologue to The Brothers Menaechmus is more concentrated on the play and its setting.  Rather than boasting about his personal achievements like Terence does, Plautus boasts about the setting of the play is the same place where it happened. “For this play’s setting- you must take my word, it happened in… the place where it occurred” (Plautus, The Brother Menaechmus, 103). 
The interactions with the audience in different ways creates different styles of humor between Terence and Plautus. Terence adopts a basic plot for Greek new comedy explaining that he had developed the play from Plautus’ translation. Terence also uses sarcasm is creating humor. He states that “he takes it as a high compliment if he can win the approval of men who themselves find favor with you all and with the general public” (Terence, The Brothers, 339) referencing to the rumors that he benefited from his friendship with the romans. Plautus interrupts the narration in the prologue to joke with the audience. As he narrates about the two boys he pauses to state that “as I was told by somebody who’d seen the, I never saw them I would have you know” Plautus, The Brother Menaechmus, 103). 
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Conclusion 
The two playwrights use the prologues to their comedies for different purposes. Both playwrights explain the setting of the play to the audience as part of the Greek new comedy. Plautus uses the prologue to the play to give a short overview of the play in poetic form. As Plautus focuses on the plot of the play, Terence uses the prologue to explain his artistry capabilities and the improvements he had made to the play. He also takes it as an opportunity to respond to critics he terms as ‘unfair’ from his enemies. He also clearly states that the audience should not expect the outline of the plot like Plautus used to do. “After this, you must not expect an outline of the plot” (Terence, The Brothers, 339). Terence ensures that his prologue entirely looks different by writing it in a paragraph form contrary to Plautus who used a poetic structure in his prologue. 
